
BIO - Katharine M. Swibold

My father was an architect and photographer, and I have been taking pictures for as long as I can

remember.  I enjoy photographing the world around me: architecture, nature, events, and people.  The

lives of my adult children, aged 32 and 29, have been well documented as have the rest of my extended

family and friends over the years!  I have used old school cameras shooting film until pretty recently

when I started using my father’s DSLR, then of course, using my cell phone to capture moments in my

world.

I was born in Bomi Hills, Liberia and lived in Monrovia, Liberia and Lagos, Nigeria until I was 5 years old.

My father was working for an architecture firm in West Africa at the time.  We moved to New Haven, CT

in 1965 and then to North Canton, CT in 1971 where my mother still lives today.

I went to Smith College (after high school at the Ethel Walker School in Simsbury, CT) where I majored in

English Literature, sang in the Glee Club and Chamber Singers, and spent my Junior Year Abroad in Paris.

(I documented that year from 1980-81 shooting color slides.) I had a series of really interesting jobs at

non-profit organizations where I worked in an administrative capacity after which I took time off from

work outside the home to raise my 2 children, Adam Becker, SHHS ’08 and Hannah Becker, SHHS ‘11.

During that time, I served my community as a member and leader of the EPTA, our public schools

Foundation, and AYSO, as well as volunteering for Walker’s and Smith. I was elected to 3 terms on the

TUFSD school board and still volunteer for Walker’s and Smith, institutions I love and appreciate and that

gave me so much.


